October 24,, 1967 



Dear Hal: 

Sorry for the delay In not answering you sooner but this 
past week has been rather hectic. I "11 try to bring you up to date 
on developments here and some information on your tour while you 
stay here in the Bay Area. 

I've lined up several programs, including Joe Dolan. There 
are some I -still have to work out arrangements with but these are 
ones that are more flexible than the others. They include KDIA(where 
Louis Freeman is) and KPFA(the FM Pacifica station). Both are anxious 
to have you so there is no problem there. 

So far these are confirmed appearances whilB you are here: 

Sat., Nov. 11 at, KNEW(Joe Dolan, 8 a.m. to 12 noon)* Mon., Nov. 13, 
KRON-TV" Panorama" (4 to 4:30 PM)* KQED-TV-"Mel Wax Show"- 8 p/nu 
Tuesday Nov. 14, "Dave McElhatton Show" (6 to 10 a.m.), KCBS-radio. 

Of the above not all the time will be spent in interviewing 
you. For example, D61an will phone you and probably speak for about 
45 minutes then have questions. (He no longer has guests appear in the 
studio). On the McElhatton program you are to be in the studio at 
9:10 a.m. which only gives you 50 minutes of radio time. 

What I would also like to do is perhaps have a press con- 
ference and also have you appear at various colleges to speak during 
the day.. I'm working as close as I can with John Christian and he 
will be informed as to what I have worked out. Just as a tentative 
outline then, I have four confirmed radio or TV appearances, six to 
be scheduled, two or three college appearances and a press conference. 

I've set aside Tuesday evening so that my class can meet with 
you. (That's Nov. 14). 

If you can would you send me copies of the new book so I can 
get it to these 10 stations? I'll deliver them all by hand so that 
there 'll be no excuse that, they were somehow lost or delayed as happened 
in the past. 

You're correct about John Christian turning over the New Or- 
leans manuscript to Joe Dolan for it was I who presented the ms to him. 

I went to his home and showed him some other material on the New Or- 
leans investigation and loaned him a copy of the "Plot or Politics" 
book. He talked for about an hour and I believe I convinced him of the 
urgency of the matter and of his importance in this entire affair. 

There was no hesitation oh his part to get you on and when I spoke to 
him yesterday I asked him if he would kike to have you on first and 
he aggeed. He couldn't really go in too deeply in your ms but, I sug- 
gested that he read the "Thousand Medusas" chapter of the ms if he read 
nothing else and he said he would. He is swamped with a pile of letters 
and requests to speak plus a new television program which debuts on 
Jan. 2nd so he is quite busy. 

I read your ms before I turned it. over to Dolan and found it 
absoixktely absorbing so much so that I stayed up until the wee hours 
of the morning to get. through it, which I did. I then briefly reviewed 
it for the class (from memory and notes) and the response was good on 
wh &,& I showed the book would show* Everyone is waiting to see it come 
off the press. 



I'm enclosing an index I prepared on the "Plot or Politics" 
hook which I thought might come in useful since so many names of 
those figuring in Garrison's investigation are discussedo 

Steve Burton was here over the weekend and told me that he 
and Garrison spent some time together. Li f ton also met with Garrison 
but I know little of what, they both discussed. 

Burton indicates Garrison'S confidence in his case but great 
doubts about the trial ever taking place* The belief is that either 
Shaw won't live to testify or that Garrison will some how be done in, 
even so far as his murder. There are other things Burton mentioned that 
I'll tell you of when I see you here in the Bay Area. 

„ You enclosed a torn copy of the' L.A. Free Press of 9/22/67 which 
puzzles me and I'm returning it to you. Did someone else get to this 
first and rip out the article I sent, you? 

Steve Burton said, but I can't confirm yet, that Mel Belli on 
Mayor Yorty's TV program (Los Angeles) said that MeS he(Belli) "is 
sorry that he ever defended Jack Ruby who was one of the conspirators 
who helped muder our President". Burton said that, if Belli had known 
this he never would have defended him. I have no confirmation of this 
but if true, it is important although I have never believed that b elH 
didn't know what he w as getting into when he defended Rubyo One thing 
I do -know is that, when Garrison spent some time at Ruby's penthouse 
about 10 days ago that Bill Turner was with him. Turner and I will meet 
soon again and I ' 11 try to find out more hbout what transpired. 

In your files do you have any Information about a James Hicks? He 
once lived in Dallas at 926"No. Marsalis St., Apt.N • His wife worked 
at the Depository Bldg, and gave a report to FBI (see Vol«22, p.650) 
but. that, report does not mention the fact that Hicks was at the assass- 
ination scene. There are news reports, on his being there whic&.I have 
and that Garrison interviewed him. Other things, I 11 discuss with you 
about him when you're here. Remind me. ° 

In your ms I remember reading of the Bill Barry story on the Miami 
tape of Nov. 9, 1963 and so I thought I would check to see what the 
Secret Service would have to say about any such report in the Warren 
Report. If you'll notice the Secret Service file was"reviewed? according 
to the Warren Report(see p. 432-3$ on November 8 . That is to say, just 
one day before this interview. Notice also that it only refers to the 
"entire Dallas-Fort Worth area" as if that would be the only place in 
the world for a plot to be conceived. The total effect of this is to 
get the Secret Service off the hook by claiming that as of a specific 
date(before the Nov. 9 interview) and a specified area, (not Miami) they 
(the Secret Servicejwob© unaware ofi any plot. If the Miami story has 
any me^it to it and details of the plot were not spelled out before 
this Nov. 9 tape this certainly clears the Secret Service only in so 
far as°the written record of their handlimg of the case. 

Well, I guess I'll close now so I can get this in the mail. Before 
I forget my telephone number is:#567-5534(it ' s listed) and the alternate 
phone to reach me is at. #237-7 10 1( That ' s my friend Tom Sanders whose 
place you stayed at when you were here). Correct me if I'm wrong but 
my schedule has you appearing here from Fri. Nov. 10 to Wed. N^v. 15 with 
a possible return after the 16th/ 

Looking forv/ard to seeing you. 

Best, Hal 



if.s. almost forgot. I came across two ex-marines mentioned in AP 
files who knew Oswald you may wish to contact. I don't have their full 
Addresses hut it can probably be obtained from the operators or the 
telephone dirctories of the cities mentioned. Here they are: 

Maurice Holder of Sort Walton Beach, Florida* He is a hardware 
salesman there and was at.one time the administrative officer and di- 
rector of a Santa Ana, Calif, radar unit* Holder has been quoted as 
having had Oswald "under his observation several months of 1959 "» 

Peter Connor of West Haven, Connecticut. He served with Oswald 
in Japan and is now an apprentice ixHHxakHXX ironworker. 

Hope you can check them out. 

i 

Best again, 

Hal 



